
Woodlands and Park Community Council

Minutes of Meeting

Wednesday 11 December 2024, Meeting held at Marion’s flat as Fred Paton Centre locked,7.30pm

Present:
Members: Tom Johnstone, Stewart Leighton, Rosanne Davidson, Ruth Gillett, Gerry Doyle
In attendance: Cllr Ken Andrew, Bailie Seonad Hoy, Fiona Macneil, Marion Robertson

1. Apologies:
Bailie Martha Wardrop, Derek Manson-Smith, Angelica Wilson

2. Police report: There was no police report

3. Draft Minutes of AGM and of November meeting
Minutes of November ordinary meeting were proposed by Tom Johnstone and seconded by 
Rosanne after one correction (item 6 - tenemental structure 17% not 7%)

4. Matters arising from minutes of November 13th:
Ambassador has still not done the amenity space at the east end of the Park Quadrant development. 
Now that it has been agreed by a quorate meeting, Tom has lodged an enforcement complaint in the 
name of WPCC. Council officers are pursuing them now but Cllr Andrew felt that a letter from the 
CC would be helpful too.
Planning Impact Report - actions include contacting the developer and also residents in the 
building.

5. Kelvinbridge Mural:
Agreed to wait until April to pursue grant application to the Area Partnership.
Stewart will obtain written confirmation of Brian Gannon’s match funding offer from WoSHA 
before Brian retires.
Cllr Andrew suggested an approach to ‘Upland Roast’ as well, since they  have expressed an 
interest in the mural site.
Meaningful public consultation is essential before any decisions are made, given that the site backs 
onto people’s homes.
A formal approach could be made to the Community Gardens to find out whether they would be 
interested in developing a community garden along the footpath by the mural. 
Lighting could be improved along the footpath between the Kelvinbridge and Eldon Street steps.
Suggestion that the CC carry out an informal survey on a semi continuous basis prior to the formal 
consultation and planning application.

6. Trinity College Tower:
No update

7. Councillors’ reports:

Bailie Hoy: Ambassador already covered in 4. Matters arising.
Willowbank Lane - some progress. WoSHA factoring got the lane cleared. Residents may apply to 
‘Back Lane Fund’ for further improvements so that bin collections can go more smoothly and 
dumping will reduce.



WoSHA Christmas Fair - positive event. Talked to Brian Gannon re 6 Melrose Street which they 
still hope to develop. Possible facade retention. There is a planning application in for replacement 
windows at 8 Melrose Street. Discussion re whether WoSHA owns that building as well.
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch mentioned.

Cllr Andrew: Complaints about Great Western Rd restaurants blocking drains with fat and catering 
paper, causing expensive unblocking bills for homeowners in the buildings. Environmental Health 
has been asked to investigate.

Grant Street will be one way traffic (for perhaps 6 months) while building work is taking place.

Many complaints about traffic problems on Woodlands Rd and the Park area. Still a long way to go 
with the disruptions though Charing Cross itself is more or less completed.
Question about overall cost of the motorway repairs. Suggestion that it may be well over 
100million.

Concerns raised leading to discussion of the fact that the Council moved the boundary between City 
Centre and Woodlands conservation area to facilitate a planning application that they wanted 
approved. It was agreed that this was ‘highly suspect’.
‘City centre has been extended into an existing conservation area for the purposes of allowing a few 
developments along the edge of it, removing obligations which would have been in the interest of 
this CC to see some decent housing built and not just another PBSA’.
The application had been for mainstream housing originally.

Some historic detail of similar failures previously in Ashley Street which had led to many flats 
being purchased as buy-to-let.

Suggestion from the meeting that had the St. George’s Road developer been forced to include some 
conventional housing, they would still have made substantial profit from the development.
‘Big business has no interest in capital gains - they want revenue streams - eg students’.
It is happening at Otago Lane as well.
Cllr Andrew promised to make enquiries and Stewart will continue to follow it up too.

Cllr Andrew emphasised the Council’s commitment to the current development plan and the 
importance of the CC making representations in advance of the new plan being drawn up.
But does the current plan allow a boundary to be changed as a convenience to get round planning? 
If so what is the point of having local development plans at all?

8. Kelvingrove Park:
Chair reported that a member of the public had seen parks workers weeding around the children’s’ 
play area rather than using glyphosate. Cllrs had raised the issue but had not been hopeful that this 
would happen.

9. Dropped kerbs:
Nothing to report

10. Park Circus Lane:
Already spoken about Ambassador’s failure to carry out promised works.
Complaints about work taking place outside hours. Not much can be done if it is home owners. 
Except environmental health if noisy at night for example.



11. Cleansing:
Exchange of experiences of blue bin emptying.
Let Cllrs know if issues arise.
Flats are being prioritised over houses during the festive period.

12. Correspondence and Licensing:

Licensing: Montague Street; Rupert Street; Woodlands Rd

Lights in Kelvingrove Park are fully solar.

Fountain problems are caused by Historic Scotland’s insistence at the time of the last restoration 
that as much of the original internal pipework be retained as possible - but it doesn’t work 
efficiently. We suggest it should be removed and displayed in a museum allowing new pipes to be 
installed and the fountain to function properly. Two expensive restorations have been destroyed by 
this as vandalism begins as soon as the water stops flowing.
Comparison with the success of the Doulton Fountain outside the People's Palace.

Secretary has been in communication with the CC resource people re the administrative allowance. 
They had not realised that the paperwork had been delayed due to our AGM having to be postponed 
till November.

Reminder sent to Kaukab Stewart MSP’s parliamentary secretary re progress on:
Graham Simpson (planning change/fixed penalty fines);
& Bob Doris (possibility of raising a bill to ban use of glyphosates in Scotland - it’s a UK decision 
at present)

13. Finance:
Treasurer reimbursed Secretary for hall hires he had paid.

14. AOCB:
Montague Street Lane lights are back on - thanks to Bailie Wardrop

15. Planning:

25 Park Terrace Lane
8 Melrose Street
95 Great Western Rd

16. Date of next meeting
8th January 2025


